Ditchling Recreation Ground

Public Consultation

January 12th and 19th 2019

‘The quality of the landscape with the backdrop of the South Downs is outstanding and the Parish The Children’s Play Area
Council is committed to maintaining its natural beauty and informal use for the benefit of local The Parish Council is planning to extend and upgrade the children’s play area in 2019. Much of the play area’s equipment was
residents and visitors installed in 1989 with some later additions in 1997 and 2001. The equipment was designed to last for 25 years and therefore

(Ditchling, Westmeston and Streat Neighbourhood Plan 2018) i i
most of it needs to be replaced in the near future.

What improvements to Ditchling Recreation Ground would you like to see? The play area is currently for children aged between 3 and 11 years old and the plan is to provide equipment for older children

. . , o , (up to age 16) as well. The area will continue to be fenced with a dog restriction as now.
During the extensive consultation on the Ditchling, Westmeston and Streat Neighbourhood Plan and

subsequently, a number of specific enhancements or improvements to Ditchling Recreation Ground have been
suggested. Responses to the 2014 Neighbourhood Plan Household Survey indicated that around 40% of under 18'’s believed that the lack

of facilities detracted from their enjoyment of living in the area. A number of parents got together in 2016 to conduct their own

Potential enhancements and improvements are summarised below and shown on the Masterplan (Fig 03) detailed survey and the main recommendations of their report are on display here today in addition to the full report.

displayed on this panel.

Please give us your comments on these by completing the questionnaire and scoring each one in terms of its The Parish Council believes a selection of the play equipment illustrated here today could meet both children’s and parents’
importance and priority. aspirations.

Most of the proposals are physical improvements but others involve changes to the way the grounds are run

and may be just as important to you. Please give us your comments on the Parish Council’s plans by completing the questionnaire provided, scoring the type of

equipment shown on the next panel. (Some of this equipment could be located outside the play area e.g. table tennis).

Have we missed anything? If so, then please feel free to add your own ideas. The Parish Council will analyse all
responses and report back on the results:

1. Extending and resurfacing the car park, new planting, signage and barriers; Sports Clubs
2. New secure cycle parking (see possible design) to ease pressure on car parking;

3. Upgrading and extending the Pavilion for new users with the possibility of adding another storey. A borehole The following organisations regularly use the recreation ground:

sunk next to the Pavilion allowing constant access to ground water and sprinklers for the sports pitches in * The Ditchling Cricket Club,
future dry summers; e The Ditchling Archery Club;
4. Enhancing the existing public right of way from Lewes Road to the children’s play area with a new permeable, e The Ditchling Football Club;

hard surface (see illustration); e The Ditchlina Pavilion Club*
5. Extending and upgrading the children’s play area to provide a wider range of equipment catering for 3 to 16 e Ditchling Pavilion Clu
year olds rather than 3 to 11 year olds at present (see separate panel on children’s play area); * The Ditchling Stoolball Club;
6. Enhanced access to children’s play area from the Farm Lane entrance with a new permeable, hard surface to e Plumpton Junior Football.
avoid the regular waterlogging in winter;
7. Creation of new wildflower/grassland meadow areas to the edges of the archery field - encouraging bees,

butterflies and other invertebrates to flourish (see illustration); As well as providing facilities for the sports clubs and the general public, such as a bar and a future café on the new decked

8. A new all-weather sports pitch on the existing five-a-side football field, possibly with floodlights, allowing for patio, the Pavilion Club also hires out internal space to table tennis, pilates and other local groups.
netball, basketball, 5-a-side football, walking football and other sports;
9. A short footpath from the burial ground access road to an all-weather sports pitch (see 08 above) with a The Next Stage

vehicular drop off facility; : : : : : :
10. Outdoor gym equipment (close to, but separate from the play area) for adults to keep fit - see potential The Ditchling, Streat and Westmeston Neighbourhood Development Plan was overwhelmingly approved in the April 2018

equipment options on the panel. (Experience elsewhere indicates such equipment is popular for only a short Referendum. The Plan contains a number of specific policies for improving community infrastructure including the Ditchling

time); recreation ground (see pages 76 - 78 and 101 - 103 for further details).
11. Increasing the use of the tennis court. Ditchling Tennis Club has asked the Parish Council to take over the

court but the Parish Council can only justify this if there is sufficient future demand;
12. Demolition of the former groundsman’s shed to make way for activities such as outdoor table tennis;
13. Removal of the current basketball stand to make way for an expanded children’s play area;

14. A new drainage scheme for the northern area (the archery field) to create a new football or rugby pitch (The Your responses to these proposals will be reported back to the 3 Parishes in February/March 2019. The Parishes will then

football pitch next to the Pavilion has a newly installed drainage system); approve the masterplan and the design, layout and content of the improved/enlarged children’s play area. Work on the play area
15. More coaching and opportunities for women and girls to play football, cricket and other sports; : .
can then start later this year once we have all the funding in place.

16. More use of the grounds for athletics and other summer events such as school sports days - The Cricket Club
Week and 3 Villages Sports Day are already regular events and the Ditchling Village Ball will be held at the

grounds in 2019 for the first time; ‘The Parish Councils will provide, attract or help facilitate funding which enables community uses and community

17. Clamping down on unlawjul or anti-social activities e.qg. stricter measures to monitor and prevent dog fouling, infrastructure to become viable e.g. through increased funding from public bodies such as the South Downs National Park

unlawful parking and other anti-social activities including: greater awareness campaigns, more bins, CCTV . . . . . .,
and fines (some of these are likely to require changes to the existing Parish Council Byelaws as shown on Authority (SDNPA), Sport England, the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), local and national charities and local fund raising

another panel). (Ditchling, Westmeston and Streat Neighbourhood Plan 2018)

The proposals presented here are the first stage in delivering the Neighbourhood Plan’s community policies.



—y
4™ =~ -
| ~~
o
I - 7
m =
g B
! / an®”
I u®
/ u®
g2
/ / an®®
! ARCHERY CLUB / e
I TARGET AREA g ®
l g8
! g m 8%
s~
I L A |
A 2
! ¢ /
‘0
/ o* !
! > /
] o !
/ o2 /
I @ /
I @
o ]
-.-.7, . I 47 ARCHERYCLUB ]
v T Emy, I % RANGE I
N o X P
~ l.° I
TENNIS CHILDRENS ..nl/:lllllllllll !
g COURT CHILDREN: ol P RN R PR E PR LN LN RN LR R RN M N E N
l EXISTING FIVE-A-SIDE ’
s FOOTBALL AREA '
\ S
b
~ ~ IS, " J
\\ 2 I
=g PROPOSED
\‘ CRICKET FIELD EXISTING BURIAL I
{ BURIAL GROUND I
2 GROUND EXTENSION o
v I
{ £ I
g I = I
{ CRICKET NETS — , e e e oy r——
T
=
|
% \
e \
O
\i \
‘s
b \
t \
«—— CLUBHOUSE / \
h PAVILLION
o FOOTBALL / “
h STOOLBALL PITCH
£ i
‘ Existing vehicular
k access to graveyard
£ i
' i
L CAR PARK ‘
_— _— oy ‘
"
@
|
|
o FEWES ROAD (8211)
|
|
|
|
|
|
KEY
, Ditchling Recreation Ground Boundary
P
‘ Designated Public Rights of Way: Footpaths
2
¢
EEV LDali/s;uilzlﬁa\Tedfollowingconsultat'ion 55.22-18 K\IRITIALS Ramsay & Co Project Title Scale Initials Date
02| Layout updated following comments 09-08-18 | AR Landscape Architecture Ditchling Recreation Ground, Ditchling Not To Scale AR 13-03-18
03_{ Consultation lssue 218 AR The Studio, 68 Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex, BN6 9SB Drawing Title Drawing Number Revision
T:01273 834 198 M: 07973 770047 E: landscape@ramsayandco.com www.ramsayandco.com Figure 01: Existing Uses and Site Layout RCo235 / Fig 01 03




01 02 05 06

07
03 o4 —— ARCHERY FIELD

Constraints:
e Trees /hedgerows to edges;
e Archery use requires grass to be regularly mown;
e PROW: Footpaths through the middle of the field and
southern edge.

Potential Ecological Enhancements:
e Native wildflower / grassland areas.

Considerations:
e (Consultation required with Archery Club members.

Childrens Play Area 08
Constraints:
® Poor access from Farm Lane Entrance;
e Qutdated play equipment; cos
oooo....'
Potential Enhancements: K
e Expanded play area boundary; o
e New play equipment; o
e Improved access (from Farm Lane and Sports Pavilion); o
e Seating for adults to chat / supervise; .0.
e Qutdoor gym equipment. o
..
Future Considerations: o
e Type /choice of play equipment;
e Play equipment for specific age groups; ) ] )
e Fencing: area to be fully / partially enclosed; Five-A-Side Football Field
e Additional soft landscape enhancements: planting to visually
enclose / separate play area and enhance route from sports Constraints:
pavilion. e Trees/ hedgerows to edges;
e Falling gradient (west to east);
15 Potential Enhancements:
e Cutand fill to level football area;
e Enhanced access from existing road to turning area.
00000OOCOOGOOOOOOO 00000O0OGOOOGOOOOT
—— . I o
‘! { o Future Considerations:
Sececses cone ..' e Permanent football goals / line marking;
";‘.'.'.0.0.0--...-.... e 3.0-5.0m height fencing;
e ee '} e 3G Artificial pitch surfacing;
S K e Floodlighting.
Tiy 8 | .
o o 7 Burial Ground Extension
ﬁ_ o o Area designated for extension of existing burial ground as
:..ooo....‘. part of long-term Ditchling Parish Council Planning Strategy.
09
14
Designated burial ground to be retained as per existing
Constraints:
e Building requiring modernisation;
g Refuse area to rear. /’ Enhanced access routes 10
”
Potential Enhancements: Viewpoints (llustrative)
e Updating / modernisation of building / changing rooms; /b\
e Cafe serving hot food / snacks / tea and coffe;
e Planting around edges of seating area / terrace
e Enhanced access to children’s play area;
e Borehole with water pumping / treatment plant.
Future Considerations:
e Extent of modernisation / funding - additional storey;
e Alternative uses of pavilion (social functions / yoga / pilates Car Parking Area
/ community hub / scouts / guides);
e Refuse strategy / enclosure. Constraints:
e Trees / hedgerows to the southern edge;
e Temporary spoil heaps;
e Uneven existing surface;
13 e e Long term parking by commercial vehicles. 11
Potential Enhancements:
e Removal of spoil heaps;
e Additional parking areas / bays;
e New signage to entrance;
e Enhanced path / route to sports pavilion;
e Height barriers to opening(s);
e Secure cycle parking area.
Future Considerations:
e Type of surfacing (short term / long term);
e New planting (native hedgerow and trees) to northern
edge providing separation from football / cricket field.
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Proposed Enhancements / Improvements

‘ ‘ Designated Public Rights of Way: Footpaths AREA 01: CAR PARK

Existing car parking area proposed to be extended (to the east) and resurfaced;
g e Proposed native species hedgerow and tree planting to northern and western edges -
enhancing car park edge;
Proposed Enhancements / Improvements . . ’ . .
P /1mp New, improved signage and height barriers to entrance(s).

AREA 02: CYCLE PARKING
e Proposed secure cycle parking area.

AREA 03: PAVILION / CLUBHOUSE

e Existing pavilion building to be improved / extended subject to funding / planning
considerations (potential for additional storey);

e Alternative uses to be considered (pilates / yoga / cafe / bar / private social functions
/ scouts / guides etc.)

e Consideration for improved refuse strategy;
e Rear area (west) to be improved - enhancing designated PROW: Footpath setting;
e Borehole for water and pumping equipment installation.

AREA 04: PROW: FOOTPATH / ACCESS ROUTE

e Existing designated PROW: Footpath to be enhanced with hard surface suitable for
pushchairs and disabled visitors - providing a clear, accessible link between pavilion
and children’s play area;

e Proposed tree planting to enhance path and provide shade / seasonal change.

AREA 05: CHILDRENS PLAY AREA

e Existing play area to be extended with new equipment installed - residents to be
consulted on choice of play items;

e Consideration to be given for adult gym equipment to be incorporated as part of
proposed enhancements;

e Proposed native trees and shrub planting providing screening and a sense of

AREA 06: ENHANCED ACCESS TO PLAY AREA FROM WEST
e Acccess to be enhanced with a new, hard surfaced path from Farm Lane entrance.

AREA 07: PROPOSED WILDFLOWER AREAS

e Proposed native wildflower / grassland meadow areas to edges of the field used for
archery practise - enhancing biodiversity and attracting invertebrates including bees
and butterflies.

AREA 08: FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALL PITCH AREA
e Proposed five-a-side football pitch, area to be levelled with future potential for sports
fencing and floodlighting (subject to funding / planning considerations).

AREA 09: PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN PATH
e Proposed pedestrian path providing a link between existing access road and five-a-
side football pitch.
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01-Steel Cablewa

02-Kinderland-Ropewa

03-Basket Seat Swing

04-Cumulus Group Swing

05-Olympic Basket Swing

06-Rope & Dome Frame

07-Eight Frame

09-Levitator3

10-Trellis Frame

11-Pick Up Sticks

12-Twin Activel
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13-Tigermulch Bristol

14-Orchard Swing

15-Titan Carousel

16-Viper Rope Swing

17-Hot Shot Target Wall

18-Football Goal & Cricket]

19-Suzy Wall

20-Daisy Frame

1-Emperor Chimes

3-Play Tunnel

24-Springie Monster
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5-Springie Bike|

26-Springie Dish

7-Ball Court

28-Curve sit-in Spring Rocker

9-Curved Rocker See-Saw

30-DNA Climber]

31-Nattertube

32-Pirate Ship

33-Rota Roka

4-Smith Explore

35-Climbing Wall

36-Table Tennis Option 01
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7-Table Tennis Option 02

38-Table Tennis Option 03

39-Table Tennis Option 04

40-Table Tennis Option 05

41-Table Tennis Option 06

42-Table Tennis Option 07

43-Table Tennis Option 08
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01-Multi Gym

02-Multi Gym

03-Multi Gym

04-Multi Gym

05-Multi Gym

06-Multi Gym

07-Multi Gym

08-Multi Gym

09-Multi Gym

10-Multi Gym

11-Multi Gym

12-Multi Gym
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13-Multi Gym

14-Multi Gym

15-Multi Gym

16-Multi Gym

17-Multi Gym

18-Balance Beam

19-Leg Press

20-Core Excerciser

21-Leg Combo
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24-Rubber Step Log 5-Twister / Ski Trainer 6-Outdoor Gym
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